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LIVING OFF 
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I MAKE. 
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TAKASHINA'S 
TAKING 
ON THAT 
DIRTY 
HICK. 
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YOSHIOKA 
SEIJORO, THE 
CURRENT 
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GUESS THAT 
YOU COULD 
SAY THAT MY 
FATHER, SHINMEN 
MUNISAI, WHIPPED 
ME INTO 
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MOUNTAINS 
AND EVERYTHING 
IN THEM HAVE 
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ONLY OTHER 
TEACHERS... 
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ARE HERE. 
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RUN, YOU WILL 
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DEPEND ON. 
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SEIJORO IS 
RIGHT IN 
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NOT CLAIMING. 
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STRONGER THAN 
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UNTIL I 
KILL YOU 

FIVE TIMES 


I CANT 
JUST LAUGH 
IT OFF 
AFTER FIVE 
OF MY MEN 
HAVE BEEN 
KILLED. 











DENSHICHIRO 
‘SENSEI! 


HAVE TO 
FIGHT YOU 
TO GET 
OUT OF 








THAT 
SAMURAI MIGHT 
BE STRONG, BUT 
YOUD HAVE TO 

BE CRAZY TO 
(CHALLENGE 
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BUT HE'S 
STILL 
ALIVE. 
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1 GAVE EVERYTHING 
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THEY SAY 
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ALWAYS 
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Glossary and Extraneous Background Information 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Sekigahara 

The Warring States or Sengoku period( 1482-1558) in Japan was a time of chaos and conflict. 
Central authorities, in the form of the imperial court and the shogunate, had grown increasingly 
weaker and the land was effectively ruled autonomously by numerous daimyo(domainal lords). 
Looking to expand their spheres of control, the daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One 
daimyo in particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by means of conquest. 
Incredibly successful, by the time of his assassination in 1582, he managed to control approxi- 
mately one-third of all of Japan. One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotami Hideyoshi, became 
Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. Through a process of conquest and 
conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating an orderly federation amongst the daimyo and by 
1590, order was restored to Japan under Hideyoshi’s rule. Hideyoshi's death in 1598, however, pre 
sented the question of succession. Most of the daimyo from the domains in the west remained 
loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and its five-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori, Tokugawa leyasu, however, 
leading the major daimyo from central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotomi clan’s leader: 
ship. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara(1600) in Mino (located in present day Gifu 
Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an overwhelming victory. From that point on, the Tokugawa 
clan would effectively rule Japan for the next 250 years. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

‘A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 37, he was appointed abbot 
Of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, Daitokuji, Takuan was an important figure whose acute 
and brutally honest advice was sought by influential and powerful figures such as Emperor Go 
Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspondence to Yagyu Munenori discussing Zen 
and swordsmanship entitled The Unfettered Mind has become an influential treatise in both the 
areas of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon radish, takuan, also bears his name. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu Munenoni (1571-1646) was 
one of Tokugawa's key general's at the Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as the official 
fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan and in 1632 the Yagyu were appointed as the ometsuke— 
responsible for the surveillance of the daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo 
Koike's Lone Wolf and Cub as the plotters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, the general Japanese 
popular culture take on the Yagyu Clan is more positive. More specifically, Munenor’s son, Yagyu 
Jubei (1607-1650), is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the people from evil-doers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and the founder of the renowned 
Yoshioka schoo! of sword fighting. Yoshioka Kempo mastered the Kyohachi style of swordmanship 
and then modified it to form the Yoshioka style. In the context of Inoue’s Vagabond as well as in 
Yoshikawa’s Musashi, Yoshioka Seijuro and Denshichiro are Kempo's sons who are historically 
thought to have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous occasions, 


About Vagabond and Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inoue's Vagabond, based on Eiji Yoshikawa’s novel Musashi, is a fictional account of 
the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author of 
the philosophical strategy guide A Book of Five Rings, was 2 master of the sword and was 
revered as a “sword-saint” He founded the Niten Ichi style of sword fighting which is typified by 
fighting with both long and short swords at once, holding the long sword with the right hand 
and the short sword with the left. Musashi was also a master of the “gentler arts"—he was a 
master of sumi-e (black ink drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The films, The Samural 
Trilogy, directed by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune were also based on Yoshikawa's 
Musashi. 


About the Author 


Vagabond was created by Takehiko Inoue, author of the best selling manga Slam Dunk, with 
over 100 million copies in print worldwide. For his work on Vagabond, Inoue received the 2000 
Media Arts award for Manga from the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as the 2000 
Kodansha Award for best manga, Most recently in 2002, Inoue received the prestigious Tezuka 
award for best manga. To date, Vagabond has sold well over 22 million copies throughout the 
world. In addition to his numerous manga titles, Inoue also created the character designs for 
the PlayStation basketball game, One on One. 


This is the LAST page of this comic! 


Vagabond has been printed to read from right to left in its original 
Japanese format—presenting Takehiko Inoue's dynamic artwork the 
way it was meant to be seen! 


When most Japanese comics are published in English, a mirror image 
of the original artwork is printed in order to accommodate the left to 
right reading orientation of English. For this reason, errors in continuity 
occasionally occur and characters who were originally right-handed 
suddenly become left-handed. In order to present manga in its purest 
form, Vagabond is being printed to read from right to left. This way, 
Kimono are worn with the left side over the right and the samurai's 
Jong and short swords are carried on the left side, the way they were 
traditionally worn. 


To properly enjoy Vagabond, start from the other end of this comic 
and read from right to left. 


‘A note on names: The names presented within the context of this 
‘comic are presented in the traditional Japanese order—surname, fol- 
lowed by first name. “Miyamoto” is Miyamoto Musashi’s last name and 
“Musashi” is his first name. The name of the creator of Vagabond, 
however, has been presented first name first, last name second. 
“Takehiko” is the author's first name and “Inoue” is his last name. 





It is a masterwork in story and art. In no time you are drawn into the 
characters, first by the skillful art and then by the story. | found 
Takehiko's art most appealing and his storytelling ability superb. 
—David LeBlanc, Comic Book Net Electronic Magazine 


Shinmen Takezo is a young man who is destined to become the leg- 
endary sword-saint, Miyamoto Musashi—perhaps one of the most 
renowned samurai of all time. For now, Takezo is a cold-hearted killer, 
who will take on anyone in mortal combat to make a name for himself. 
This is the journey of a wild young brute who strives to reach enlighten- 
ment by way of the sword—fighting to the brink of death. 
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